PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION
REVISED
SINCE the publication of the first edition nearly two
years ago, the stream of new documentary material on the
origins of the war has continued to flow very freely. Dr. G.
P. Gooch and Professor H. W. Temperley have pushed for-
ward with energy their admirable collection of British
Documents, so that the sixth volume carries the story of
Anglo-German relations through the failure of the Haldane
Mission in 1912. Austrian scholars took everyone by sur-
prise last Christmas by, presenting the world with eight
closely packed volumes on Oesterreich-Ungarns Aussen-
politik, containing nearly 12,000 documents from their ar-
chives covering the years 1908 to 1914. This collection runs
parallel to the German Die Grosse Politik, and is of especial
value for the additional light that it throws on Balkan probr
lems in general and on Austro-Serbian relations in particu-
lar. The French Government has published three initial
volumes of Documents Diplomatique^ Frangais, a monu-
mental series which will eventually illuminate French for-
eign policy from 1871 to 1914 in the same detail as has
been done for German policy in the same period by Die
Grosse Politik.
In addition to these official publications there have also
appeared many valuable private publications containing
important new documents or based on unpublished first-
hand material. Dr. Bogitchevitch's unofficial collection,
Die Auswartige Politik Serbiens 1903-1914, partly compen-
sates for the Serbian Government's persistent failure to
follow the example of other states in disclosing fully and